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Prep Natural Play 
 
This term, Prep has been using the natural play gardens to further extend learning and to explore the 
natural environment. On Monday, 6 March, Prep students decided to make Wombat stew. Some of the 
students asked about the story “Wombat Stew” and we used YouTube to access the story, read to them by 
the author, Marcia Vaughan.  
 
The students then discussed which ingredient they could mix in their stew. They worked together and 
collated the ingredients. The students used their imagination and worked together as a group, using 
technology, interacting with text and the natural environment.  
 
Ms Poole 
Prep  

“Wombat Stew” 
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Year 12 of 2016 – HSC and Life After 
 
Congratulations to our Year 12 students of 2016 on completing their HSC and achieving excellent results.  
We asked some of our Year 12 of 2016 what they were most excited about for 2017 and how did 
Calderwood Christian School assist them in achieving their HSC/Year 12 goals.  Here is a selection of the 
wonderful and encouraging responses we received: 
 

 
 

Naomi Boulton 

ATAR: 91.55  Bachelor of Mechanical Engineering/Masters of Biomedical 
Engineering at UNSW. 

Being independent and moving out of home and having to fend for myself is an 
exciting challenge! I am also keen to further my studies in the engineering field, and 
eager to meet new, fantastic people along the way! 

Calderwood was a very supportive school, where the teachers, staff and 
classmates, all encouraged each other to work hard and pursue their goals, and at a 
time where motivation can become an issue, this encouragement was needed. 
Then there was the Kindy Buddy Program, it was amazing for me. I would visit 
Kindergarten (or other Primary classes) as a break from studying; for me it was a fun 
way to relieve stress. 

 
 
Robert Mete 

ATAR: 75.00  Bachelor of Computing Science (with majors in Big Data and Finance) 
and a Diploma of Mandarin (Non-Chinese background students) at UOW. 

I’m looking forward to the travelling opportunities that UOW offers through 
exchange programmes, while also meeting different people with the same interests 
as myself. I hope to in the future work in the Banking and Finance sector overseas. 

I would like to take the opportunity to thank the staff for nurturing and preparing 
me for the HSC. They all gave me the confidence to achieve my best and I was 
particularly proud of my Business Studies result and Mrs Brennan's expertise. 

 
 
 
Joy Chayna 

This year I am doing a Diploma of Christian Studies as a gap year before I 
commence a Bachelor of Music and Education, which I have deferred for a year. I 
have felt a call by God to take time to focus on missional and spiritual growth. I 
really want to put into practise my faith, through local and also cross-cultural 
mission. I am also keen to expand my Christian friend base and discover 
independence.  

2017 excites me because I will have to face challenges and much of the 'unknown' 
which might of perhaps scared me in the past. I'm excited to rely more on God 
who gives me all my strength.  
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Adam Chittick 

Since graduating, Adam has certainly been making loads of hay while the sun has been shining. At the 
moment, Adam is in property management and is currently managing 5 large properties across the 
Illawarra region from Albion Park to Berry, encompassing over 1000 acres of prime farmland. Adam is 
entrusted by the owners with these properties to manage, maintain and renovate the land for the desired 
purpose of the client. 

Adam's latest property, some 100 acres just north of Jamberoo, was offered to him by a Jamberoo Real 
Estate Company, because the Japanese consortium who bought it wanted it maintained to a high 
standard and managed in a trustworthy manner. Adam was recommended by the real estate company 
and happily accepted their offer. 

Waking up at dawn and spending time working and maintaining the rolling, green hills is what gives Adam 
the energy and motivation he needs each day. He regularly works long hours, but says he truly enjoys the 
outdoor office and feels lucky to have a career such as this. During his HSC year, Adam completed a Cert 
II course in Agriculture but is looking to head towards a Certificate V to develop his knowledge and 
expertise further. 

He enjoyed his time at Calderwood, and really valued the Christian perspective that he received from his 
teachers."It gave me a good basis for understanding life and dealing with all kinds of different people." He 
knows the value of being on good terms with all people, and tries to run his business life with honesty and 
integrity.  

 
Other students we have heard about pursuing their goals and dreams are: Michael D is enrolled at UOW 
completing a Bachelor of Science Teaching; Teah F is spending 2017 doing YWAM Discipleship Training 
before going on to study at UOW in 2018. 
 
All of our Year 12 students of 2016 are to be commended for their achievements.  Well done! 
 

 

 
Eden Williams 

This year I am doing an Outdoor Education Traineeship with St Andrew’s Cathedral 
School. I look after a lot of their gear; fixing it, storing it and setting it out when 
needed for programs, as well as leading on all their school camps. I felt like God 
was leading me to do outdoor work. He really laid this on my heart and there were 
many people around me who strongly encouraged me to do it. 

I am pretty excited to be independent and gain a level of freedom. I had to move 
out of home for this which has been great and scary all at the same time. I am so 
glad to be able to go home on weekends; my brothers would miss me too much 
otherwise. 

I am also really excited for all the adventures that this year will hold. I absolutely 
love exploring creation, and this year I have the opportunity to do it in a capacity I 
never would have been able to afford. God is good, and He gives me the strength 
to get through each day, following as He leads me places I never expected. 
 
 
Holly Waples  

ATAR: 95.3  Double Degree - Bachelor of Law - Bachelor of Commerce  
I'm excited to start my law degree as it’s a course that I have wanted to study for 
many years and I am excited and a little daunted about what is to come. 

Small classes meant that we could really engage with the content that we had to 
learn and the teachers were always available to help.  
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Calderwood CS Swimming Carnival 2017 
 
Our first swimming carnival as Calderwood 
Christian School was a terrific day, featuring 
the newly renamed Tongarra house and 
Yallah both competing for victory in the first 
carnival of the year, for primary and 
secondary. The warm weather experienced 
at the carnival was a great source of 
encouragement to both students and staff 
alike to jump on into the pool, enjoy the 
water and compete in some races.  

There was lots of colour on display with 
many students wearing bright clothing in 
support of their respective houses. This had 
a really positive effect, adding character and 
house spirit to the swimming carnival. Some 
of the creative, coloured outfits were a 
highlight of the day along with the Year 12 
Splash (which featured blow-up lounges and 

an inflatable flamingo) and the cheering and support offered during the relay races. 

Congratulations to Tongarra for winning the primary carnival and to Yallah for winning the secondary 
carnival.  

Congratulations to the following primary students who were the Age Champions: 

8 year  Rebecca F 
9 year  Jonathan M; Zoe F 
10 year  Benjamin G; Rachel B 
11 year  Zachary W; Harmony H 
12 year  Matthew W; Emily S 

 

Congratulations to the following secondary students who were the Age Champions: 

Age Group Age Champion 
U12 Boys Cameron B 
U13 Girls Courtney S & Sahra M 
U13 Boys Kane U 
U14 Girls Alicia R 
U14 Boys MacAllister M & Joel J 
U15 Girls Mikayla de J 
U15 Boys Jacob M 
U16 Boys Thomas K 
U17 Boys Peter C 
U18 Girls Karen H 
U18 Boys Mitchell I 

 
 
Thank you Calderwood Community both parents, students and supporters for making the carnival such a 
wonderful day. 
 
Mrs Gold    Mr Graham 
PDHPE/Primary Sports Coordinator PDHPE/ Secondary Sports Coordinator  
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Zone Swimming 
 
The zone swimming carnival was held in Nowra this year and we had twenty-three secondary students 
attend. While we had fewer students at the carnival that our rival schools, our swimmers more than made 
up for the difference in numbers with their efforts in the pool. Twelve students qualified for State 
swimming, and Cameron B (U12 Boys) and Chloe C (U17 Girls) were the Age Champions at the Zone 
carnival. Congratulations to these students and also thanks to the parents who attended and assisted with 
time keeping at the zone carnival. 
 
Mr Graham 
PDHPE/Secondary Sports Coordinator 
 

 

 

State Swimming in Sydney - Monday, March 6 
 
A team of swimmers from Primary attended the State Carnival at Blacktown on Monday March 6. Matthew 
W was our most successful swimmer but all the team swam well and represented Calderwood CS with 
pride. Thanks to the parents who supported the team. 
 

State Swimming Carnival by Matt W 

State swimming was really fun even though I was in every event so I had a big day. I really liked the relay 
team who were Elijah, Ben, Zach and myself. State is so much harder then School and Zone swimming 
because there were so many kids that were really good swimmers. There were so many schools there, 
because every Christian School in the state was represented.  
 

 
 

Calderwood CS Boys’  
State Swimming Relay Team 
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Responsible Pet Ownership 
 
On Thursday, 30 March, Prep - Year 2 students had a visit from the Responsible Pet Ownership program. 
The program teaches students about dog safety by incorporating the following topics into the visit: 

 A safe way to approach and greet a dog 
 How can you tell if a dog is happy, frightened or angry 
 Things we should not do to dogs 
 When dogs should be left alone 
 What to do if approached by an unknown or aggressive dog. 

 
The students were able to practise the new skills through singing songs and practising the actions. Some 
students had the opportunity to interact with Tiffany's dog named, Ruby. 

All students had a fun morning learning how to interact with dogs. 

Miss Yeo 
Kindergarten       
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Marvelling at God’s Creation – ES1 and S1 Science 
  
This term, Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 had the privilege of watching and waiting for chickens to hatch 
in an incubator that was set up in the Year 2 room. The students were thrilled to see a chick hatch one 
Friday afternoon. Mr Imisides’ clear incubator enabled the students to view the eggs and see when the 
eggs started to crack. The students could hear the chicks chirping before they hatched as well. Over the 
weekend, six more chicks hatched. The students were able to hold the chicks before they went to be 
cared for by the secondary agriculture students. 
 
Mrs Barnes 
Year 2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kindergarten, Year 1 and Year 2 students also observed the life cycle of beetles to learn about 
metamorphosis.   
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Mathematics in Years 7 - 10 
 
Mathematics is an important subject for all students. In years 7 to 10 it is compulsory. We endeavour to 
help our students see that Mathematics is relevant in real life. As we look at real life applications it 
becomes quite obvious that God’s creation has an order and structure to it that helps us analyse and apply 
results in a consistent way. Students become familiar with Mathematical concepts and are able to apply 
them in practical situations. This helps develop understanding of the concepts, helps students use 
Mathematics for good Biblical stewardship, as well as preparing our students to perform to the best of 
their ability in external assessments such as NAPLAN. 
 
We are also continually working on improving our student’s ability to solve problems, working on different 
approaches to match the different situations presented. This will also help our students develop 
confidence and skills which will help them once they leave school. 
 
 
 
 
 
     

English in Years 7 - 10 at Calderwood CS 
 
Our students enter high school having completed a study of English and having achieved an 
understanding of the foundation skills of our language. Year 7 English builds on those skills, enabling each 
student to experience the NSW English Syllabus while adjusting the courses to their individual needs. Our 
English Department acknowledges the need to prepare our students to be able to express themselves 
clearly and confidently in everyday communication but we strive for a greater goal to develop our 
students’ awareness of the beauty and richness of our language, and its ability to convey our various 
cultural intricacies.   

Our first term Speaking Competition focuses on developing each student’s ability to verbalise confidently 
their own viewpoints. Literacy is the responsibility of all teachers but as teachers of English, we equip 
them with the skills required across a variety of subject areas.  

Through the study of language and literature, our English classrooms enable us to explore the nature of 
humankind and the impact of our sin. The students study how language can be used for the edification of 
other people or for their destruction. Year 7 and Year 9 are using a ‘Caught Ya!’ program at the beginning 
of each English period to expand their vocabulary and to perfect their grammar skills. Our third term 
Writing Competition will focus on aiding each student to experiment with language to create a piece of 
writing which reflects their understanding of God’s world and its people. 

All of our students should be enabled to achieve their potential in using the English language, to honour 
God as they confidently share His word as they take their place in society.  
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Why are English and Maths not compressed? 
 
Both English and Mathematics are important core subjects for Senior study. Both subjects build on 

content learnt in Prep to Year 10. These rely on fundamental 
principles being learnt, continually reinforced and new 
aspects being introduced as the students grasp each stage of 
their learning. 
 
The purpose of Stage 6 syllabuses is to develop a solid 
foundation of “Literacy and Learning”. (NSW Education 
Standards Authority). Students now have to demonstrate a 
minimum standard in both literacy and numeracy in order to 
receive their Higher School Certificate. Candidates may have 
their certificates withheld if these standards are not met. A 

break of one year in a student’s study of English and Mathematics between Year 10 and the Preliminary 
Course would be detrimental to achieving these results. The continual learning and reinforcement of key 
concepts is vital to maintaining the ongoing learning required. 
 
We also believe students will struggle to grow in their development and understanding of each of their 
other subject areas if they do not have a solid grasp of their English and Mathematical skills. NESA 
recognises that these subjects underpin the study of the other subjects and consequently, their electives.  
Our school has recognised the complexity of these foundational skills and the need to continue to 
reinforce them throughout their senior studies. Calderwood Christian School has chosen not to offer 
them as compressed subjects in College 6 to provide our students with the maximum opportunity to build 
on these skills consistently developed in the previous years.    

 
 
Mrs Struthers    Mrs Batten 
Mathematics Head Teacher  English Head Teacher 
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Stage 4 Camp Wedderburn 13-15 March, 2017 
 
Dear Diary, this story, all names, characters, and incidents portrayed in this production are fictitious 
(except that bit about Mr Hol being bonkers). No identification with actual persons, places, buildings, and 
products is intended and the entire diary entry should be burned and ashes scattered across a large body 
of water. 

Monday, 13 March 
9.30 am 

This coach ride isn’t too bad. Except for the seat belts, the no eating sign and the annoying sounds of the 
Bee Gees from the driver’s radio. Oh, and Ayla and Keira chatting behind me. The sun is out, that’s good, 
Mr Hol said it would rain, but he’s bonkers. I also can’t wait to share my 3 kilo bag of popping candy with 
my bunk buddy. It was Adam, but things may change, you know what Mr Hol is like. 

11.00 am 

Wedderburn is quite a nice looking place. There are cabins and plenty of trees (Kane was already told by 
the camp staff to stop climbing one of them) and acres of bush. The cabins actually look really 
comfortable and have ensuites. I wonder if that is the accommodation we are staying in. 

1.00 pm 

Nope, the beautiful cabins are not the accommodation we are staying in. We are in tents for the next 3 
days. I know this intimately because we had to put them up after lunch. I wouldn’t call these tents 
beautiful, and they don’t have ensuites either. In fact the toilet block is about 200 metres back towards the 
camp. I asked Mr Hol why we are in tents and he gave that funny, weird look he gives and carried on 
about “challenges and new horizons”. I told him it’s a challenge just having to hang out with the teachers 
for 56 hours straight but he didn’t really find that funny. 

3.00 pm 

I made damper. Well, ok, we started a fire, Samuel put a stick in a bowl of flour and water and burnt it to a 
crisp and then we ate it. It tasted okay, only because I hadn’t had a chance to have any of my popping 
candy. Mr Walker confiscated the bag and put it in his tent. Now I’ll probably have to eat the camp food 
for tea. (And I reckon he’ll eat all my sweeties….) 

6.00 pm 

The camp food is awesome. It was a yummy (and Mr Barker said nutritious) tea and I have to agree. I feel 
somehow different after eating some greens (and I don’t mean green frogs and green spearmint lolly 
leaves). Note to self – eat more vegetables when I get home. 
9.30 pm 

Mr Babbage got us to play a game called contraband tonight. Basically we just run around in the dark 
looking for other people to kill and respawn. It’s pretty cool, except for the fact that Alicia ate all the prizes 
because she had the most kills. She is dangerous. 
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Tuesday, 14 March 
1.30 am 

Well, I’m feeling like I want to throw a bucket of water on Mr Hol’s 
head because I am trying to get some sleep, but the tent roof is 
dripping water on me. It’s got to be one of the most annoying 
feelings in the world. I’m sure that’s what they mean by Chinese 
Water Torture. Mrs Batten is sleeping out in this in a swag tonight, 
that’s pretty hard core! 

10.30 am 

I just finished playing Water Skirmish. That was a blast and I got 
Mac about 4 times with head shots so he is completely drenched. 
Note to self - watch out for retribution, it may come swift and 
silently. Not that it really mattered because we all jumped in the 
pool straight afterwards. It seems that we don’t care what kind of 
weather is around; we are always keen to swim in the pool here. 

1.00 pm 

Well, what do you know, another delicious AND nutritious lunch. 
How do they do that? Also, we had to wait for a student who was 
late to the mess hall. Note to self – don’t be that guy, ever. 

3.00 pm 

I’m actually quite tired. We did archery today, and I managed to 
hit a number of the targets. And a small marsupial, but that was 
not the aim. Joel had an amazing first round of 23 points from 3 
arrows, but Cameron won the tournament. Note to self – don’t 
meet Cameron in an open field when he has a bow and arrow! 

9.30 pm 

We just returned from a night walk. It was actually really 
interesting because the teacher told everyone to turn off their 
torches. He wanted us to walk only using natural light. We all 
thought that was crazy and it was really dark to start with, but as 
we started walking our eyes adjusted very well and we could see 
everything. Then someone shone a torch in my eye while my 
pupils were really big and then I was blind for about 30 minutes. 
Note to self – wear sunglasses when going on a night walk with 
Year 8. I should have stayed behind in the hall with Mrs Struthers, 
playing monopoly! 

Wednesday, 15 March  
10.00 am 

We had our last of three talks this morning. It was really challenging. Mr Hol challenged us by saying that 
Jesus is the only one who can save us, so we need to understand this simple message and ask him to be 
our Lord and Saviour. Yep, simple but important. Note to self – remember this point, always. 

2.00 pm 

Homeward bound on the bus, and it has been a really cool few days. I have come to really appreciate my 
classmates, and all the students across Years 7 and 8. We don’t normally mingle across year groups, but 
this camp we have and I didn’t realise that there were so many dudes like me in the other year group. Sab 
can be a pretty funny guy when he’s yelling stuff from his tent late at night. Things like “I need my beauty 
sleep!” 

8.30 pm 

I’d like to call up Mr Hol right now and say to him, “Look no water!” It didn’t have to be this way Mr Hol, 
with rivers in tents and moats around sleeping bags. Note to self – Never say yes to a camp with Mr Hol. 
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Website Design—Years 9 and 10 
 
Year 9 and 10 have been looking at how the internet works, and what it's purposes are, which some stu-
dents have been surprised is more than computer games, shopping, downloads and web surfing.  Stu-
dents have learned about packets, HTML code,  DNS addresses and how you can learn a lot from simply 
looking at a website address. 
 
Students have then created their own websites answering 'How can you Improve your life?' with a specific 
single answer.  The websites were created to be an evangelistic tool to introduce God to a lost and con-
fused world. These websites are all now live and able to be accessed. 
 
Mr Babbage 
Deputy Principal / IT 
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Geography visit Kully Bay Wetlands and Crooked 
River Winery—Year 9  
 
On Thursday, 9 March, Year 9 Geography went on 
a fieldwork excursion to Kully Bay Wetlands and 
Crooked River Winery. 
 
At Kully Bay Wetlands, students learned about the 
Lake Illawarra Catchment and the importance of 
Kully Bay. Then, we participated in a range of 
activities, including bird watching, fish 
identification, constructing food webs to 
understand the importance of biodiversity, 
measuring the clarity of the water in the wetland, a 
vegetation transect, and a study of the local plants 
and their use by indigenous people. 
 
At Crooked River Winery, we toured the facilities and listened to the wisdom of Mario, a wine producer 
who told us about the processes involved at Crooked River Winery. The information gained from this  
assisted students to complete their major Semester 1 assessment task. 
 
Mrs Brennan 
Geography  

    

 

 

 

Year 9—Crooked River Winery 

Year 9—Kully Bay Wetlands 
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Geography Kiama Coastal Excursion—Year 10  
 
On Thursday, 2 March, Year 10 Geography walked along the coast from Minnamurra to Kiama. This was 

part of their studies on Coastal Management. During the day, students noted dune management 

strategies, observed erosional and depositional landform features, constructed two vegetation transects, 

smelled the operation of the sewerage treatment works, and saw the tourist attractions Cathedral Rocks 

and the Kiama Blowhole. The excursion enables students to complete their research action plan 

investigating the impact of a (potential) 2 metre sea level rise on the Kiama coastline. 

 

Mrs Brennan  

Geography  

Walking to Kiama Blowhole—Year 10 
Geography Coastal Walk 
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 Hidden Figures Movie Excursion—Years 10 and 11 
 
On Friday, 10 March, Mrs Struthers and a group of able female Mathematicians from Year’s 10 and 11 

headed off to Events Cinema in Shellharbour to watch Hidden Figures. This is a story about three female 

African American mathematicians and their involvement in NASA at the beginning of the space race. 

 

My favourite phrase from the movie was from one of the women and it was “Math is Reliable”. This made 

me think about why Maths is reliable and that this is because God, who created the Universe we are 

exploring, is reliable and His creation therefore is reliable too. This allows the Maths we use to explore 

creation in general, and space in particular, to be reliable. It’s hard to imagine what life would be like if we 

weren’t able to rely on Maths. 

 

The women in the movie had some battles to be accepted for their abilities but they persevered and that 

in itself is a challenge to all of us to persevere to achieve our dream. 

 

Mrs Struthers 

Mathematics 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pop Up Sandwich Kitchen—Year 12 
 
On Monday, 6 March, Year 12 Hospitality students undertook a 
competency task which required them to produce Sandwiches/Rice 
Paper rolls for many students and staff. They needed to calculate the 
required amount of ingredients, to plan their time, to cost the food, 
to make, package and deliver the food in a timely manner. 
 
It was a great success with all students presenting excellent food, to 
a high standard in the correct time frame, demonstrating excellent 
organisation, packaging and cooking skills. We have had such a 
positive feedback we may do it again. 
 
Mrs Evans 
Hospitality 

 

Year’s 10 and 11 at Shellharbour 
Cinema to watch Hidden Figures 

Year 12 Hospitality students  
‘Pop Up Sandwich Kitchen’ 
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Year 12 Business Studies and Biology Students  
visit Taronga Zoo—Year 12 
 
On the 14 March, seventeen students from the Year 12 Business Studies and Biology classes travelled by 
train and ferry to Taronga Zoo in Sydney. 
 
The Business Studies class was involved in a marketing talk, which informed us of the strategies adopted 
by the zoo to meet their business objectives. The Biology class has studied a topic focusing on organisms 
and their environments. This was demonstrated at the zoo through observing the animals in their natural 
habitats. 
 
The highlights of our day included the incredible seal show, the breathtaking harbour views and the 
adorable animals. 

- Alexandra W 

Year 12 at Taronga Zoo, Sydney 
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Wollongong University Discovery Day—Year 12  
 
For a Year 12 student, each day, every week and the entire year can feel like it is all about decision making. 
While many choices are about day to day management of their study schedule, there always looms the 
decision about what they are going to do after the HSC. 
 
Being well informed about what is on offer after school is the best way to work towards good decision 
making. With this in mind, Calderwood Year 12 travelled to the University of Wollongong Discovery Day 
on Thursday, 9 February where they were able to experience some of the courses the University has to 
offer and get a taste of 'campus life'. 
 
The Discovery Day Program at the University runs for one week with many thousands of students 
attending.  Schools from all over the Illawarra and as far away as Canberra and Sydney take part. The day 
began with an introduction in the main auditorium by a current UOW student who spoke confidently and 
with humour, introducing the students to how a University degree at UOW would look. Students then 
moved off to attend ‘lectures’. These lectures had been booked online by the students, involving yet more 
decision-making for them. These included Creative Arts Lectures, Engineering, Nursing and The 
Arts.  Seminars were also held in more practical areas such as Campus Accommodation and Pathways 
into tertiary studies via The University College. 
 
Students needed to follow campus maps and the timetable, gaining experience in navigating their way 
around UOW. Fortunately, the University had a very enthusiastic and highly visible team of student helpers 
on hand to assist our Year 12 students. With entertainment and lunch provided, and with the weather hot 
and sunny, an enjoyable and exciting day was had by all.  The day will certainly assist our students in their 
completion of UAC choices later in the year when the time comes for academic decisions. 
 
As Careers Advisor my role is to support our students through this post-school, decision-making process, 
with study at UOW being just one option available. Please be assured that I am keen to help your child in 
the decisions they will need to make whether it be a tertiary course, TAFE course, apprenticeship or 
straight into the workforce. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you or your child need questions 
answered. 
 
Mrs Gillett 
Careers Advisor 

Year 12 at Wollongong University 
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